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AND 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNTIED  STATES  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Society  : 

I thank  you  for  your  kindness  which  has  again  called  me  to 
this  chair.  When  I accepted  the  presidency  of  this  institution  four 
years  since,  it  was  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  personal  friends,  but 
with  no  expectation  or  desire  to  hold  it  save  for  a brief  season,  and 
until  the  breach  made  by  the  sudden  decease  of  your  lamented  presi- 
dent, Gov.  Andrew,  could  be  filled  by  a person  more  competent 
than  myself  for  the  discharge  of  its  duties.  I appreciate  most  highly 
this  renewed  testimony  of  your  confidence  as  well  as  the  honor  which 
it  confers,  yet  I am  fully  aware  that  this  distinction  is  bestowed,  not 
on  account  of  any  merit  which  I possess  as  a historian,  but  rather 
as  a token  of  your  appreciation  of  my  efforts  to  promote  the  use- 
fulness of  the  society,  and  to  aid  in  establishing,  with  pecuniary 
means,  its  various  departments  on  a more  sure  and  permanent  basis. 

In  my  former  addresses  I alluded  to  certain  measures  as  necessary 
to  the  progress  and  well-being  of  the  society.  The  first  and  most 
important  of  these  was  the  erection  of  a suitable  edifice  for  its  ac- 
commodation. This  has  been  accomplished,  and  as  anticipated  in 
my  last  address,  the  Society’s  House  was  dedicated  to  the  interests 
of  New-England  history  by  formal  and  appropriate  services  on  the 
18th  day  of  March,  being  the  anniversary  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  society.  On  that  occasion  the  Honorable  Charles  H.  Bell, 
of  New-Hampshire,  our  associate  member,  delivered  a discourse  re- 
plete with  interesting  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  future  of  Ameri- 
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can  history.  This  has  since  been  published  in  the  pages  [of 
the  New-England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  and  will 
soon  be  issued  also  in  pamphlet  form.  But,  what  is  especially  grate- 
ful to  our  feelings,  as  you  have  heard  by  the  report  of  the  building 
committee,  our  house  has  been  paid  for  by  the  generous  contributions 
of  our  own  members,  and  stands  to-day  as  a free-will  offering  without 
any  encumbrance  whatever.  Here  let  it  stand  for  many  years  to 
come,  as  an  honorable  memorial  of  the  munificence  of  those  who 
aided  in  its  erection. 

By  the  reports  which  have  been  submitted,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
strictest  economy  has  been  observed  in  all  the  departments,  and  that 
the  services  of  all  the  officers  and  committees  have  been  performed 
without  compensation.  Nor  would  I fail  here  to  record  the  fact 
that  the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  New-England  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Register  has  been  rendered  for  many  years  without 
pay,  and  in  a manner  to  redound  to  the  honor  of  its  editor  and  his 
associates.  The  Register  has  been  published  regularly  and  is  in- 
creasing in  interest  and  patronage.  The  ability  with  which  it  is 
conducted  is  generally  acknowledged  and  most  gratefully  appreciated. 
Its  volumes  have  contributed  largely  to  promote  the  objects  and  to 
extend  the  influence  of  the  society,  and  are  justly  esteemed  by 
other  societies  both  at  home  and  in  foreign  lands. 

Soon  after  the  public  opening  of  our  house  the  library  was 
transferred  to  its  proper  department,  and  the  books  suitably  classified.  * 
Since  that  time  no  member  of  the  society  has  found  any  difficulty, 
as  in  former  years,  in  obtaining  all  the  aid  in  his  historical  investiga- 
tions which  the  bound  volumes  belonging  to  the  society  could  furnish. 
The  library  has  been  under  the  supervision  of  our  associate,  Mr. 
James  F.  Hunnewell,  as  librarian.  Mr.  Hunnewell  kindly  con- 
sented to  accept  this  office  for  one  year  at  some  personal  inconvenience, 
and  now  declines  a reelection  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  his 
business.  Most  heartily  do  I rejoice  with  you  in  the  election 
of  a gentleman  to  fill  his  place  who  has  long  been  identified  with 
the  society,  and  who  is  in  all  respects  qualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office. 
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The  Society’s  House,  in  all  its  appointments,  is  eminently  adapted 
to  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  and  meets  with  universal  approba- 
tion. We  may,  therefore,  regard  the  attainment  of  this  solid  struc- 
ture, so  convenient  in  its  arrangement  and  so  tasteful  in  its  architec- 
ture and  finish,  as  marking  an  important  stage  or  crisis  in  our  pro- 
gress. But,  when  I say  that  this  marks  a stage  in  our  progress,  I 
mean  distinctly  to  announce  that  we  cannot  stop  here.  We  have 
not  yet  achieved  all  that  is  to  be  desired.  Other  steps  are  to  be 
taken  before  our  enterprise  will  be  crowned  with  success. 

Our  first  great  want  has  been  supplied.  Our  next  is  a permanent 
curator,  under  the  official  title  of  librarian,  — a man  of  generous, 
scholarly  culture,  and  familiar  with  the  whole  range  of  New-England 
history, —who  shall  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  interests  of  the 
society,  in  the  arrangement  and  cataloguing  of  our  books,  pamph- 
lets and  manuscripts,  and  in  such  ways  as  shall  promote  the  growth 
and  improvement  of  the  library.  Fortunately  we  possess  this  officer 
in  our  new  librarian,  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  secure  the  means 
for  his  support.  This  is  not  a new  subject ; it  has  been  upon  my 
mind  for  several  years.  I have  long  seen  that  an  officer  possessing 
these  high  qualifications,  wholly  consecrated  to  the  service  of  the 
society,  and  generously  paid,  would  be  indispensably  necessary  to 
our  well-being  and  future  success.  I alluded  to  this  subject  in  the 
remarks  I had  the  honor  to  submit  last  year.  I then  said,  "if  we 
accomplish  all  we  hope  to  in  the  future,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have 
connected  and  unbroken,  intellectual  and  scholarly  labors  in  the  gen- 
eral superintendence  of  the  institution,  which  we  cannot  ask  and  which 
we  cannot  obtain  from  the  occasional  attention  which  gentlemen 
engrossed  with  any  important  business  can  render.  The  services  of 
a person  of  culture,  learning,  and  capacity  for  the  higher  duties  to 
which  I have  referred,  cannot  be  obtained  without  a suitable  salary ; 
and  I make  these  remarks  in  order  to  call  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  increasing  our  fund  so  as  to  provide  for  this  exigency 
in  the  future.” 

And  allow  me  to  repeat  with  emphasis  what  I said  then.  I re- 
gard this  as  the  great  and  crowning  want  of  the  institution.  I cannot 
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see  how  we  can  make  any  permanent  or  satisfactory  progress  without 
such  an  officer.  With  this  acquisition  a new  impulse  will  be  given 
to  our  purposes  and  our  work ; and  I doubt  not  that,  in  a reasonable 
time,  not  only  every  bound  volume  in  the  library  will  be  made  acces- 
sible, but  our  twenty-eight  thousand  pamphlets  will  be  properly 
classified,  and  the  subjects  treated  by  them  will  be  so  fully  known 
that  any  one  of  them  could  be  brought  forward  for  examination  with- 
out any  loss  of  time ; and  our  manuscripts  will  be  so  disposed  and 
indexed  that  they  can  all  be  made  useful  to  the  historical  student. 

There  is  another  relation  in  which  such  an  officer  as  I have  described 
will  be  of  great  importance,  not  only  to  the  members  of  the  society, 
but  to  all  who  visit  the  library  for  the  investigation  of  the  local  or 
family  history  of  New-England.  It  will  often  happen,  as  it  has  in 
the  past,  that  the  investigator  will  come  to  us  in  the  early  stages  of 
his  work,  when  he  is  in  a large  degree  uninformed  as  to  the  sources, 
and  sometimes  as  to  the  character  of  the  information  to  which  his 
researches  should  be  directed.  The  suggestions  of  a competent 
librarian  would  in  such  a case  be  invaluable.  And,  while  it  should 
not  be  his  duty  to  make  investigations  for  members,  or  others  who 
are  permitted  to  use  the  library,  he  could  so  fully  point  out  and  lay 
open  the  sources  of  information,  without  occupying  too  much  of  his 
time,  as  greatly  to  facilitate  their  labors. 

And  here  permit  me  to  say  another  word  on  the  importance  of 
preserving,  arranging  and  classifying  our  collection  of  pamphlets  and 
manuscripts.  I regard  this  as  one  of  the  most  imperative  duties  of 
all  historical  and  genealogical  societies.  No  institution  with  which 
I am  acquainted  has  bestowed  sufficient  care  on  this  subject.  Some- 
thing has  been  done,  but  not  enough.  The  collecting  of  pamphlets 
without  providing  for  their  preservation,  and  arrangement  for  use,  is 
but  of  little  advantage  to  historical,  study.  Without  this,  they  are 
quite  as  accessible  in  the  possession  of  individuals  or  families,  as  in 
public  repositories  ; because,  when  stored  away  in  masses,  they  are 
no  better  than  so  much  waste-paper. 

Ordination,  funeral,  and  election  sermons,  centennial  discourses, 
Fourth  of  July  orations,  and  speeches  at  public  celebrations  are  full 
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of  historical  matter.  A fact  can  sometimes  be  found  in  them  which 
may  be  sought  for  elsewhere  in  vain.  The  spirit  of  the  times  is 
reflected  in  them.  The  tone  of  thought,  the  sentiments,  the  princi- 
ples of  the  contemporary  age  are  to  be  found  in  them.  Not  all,  not 
any  one,  perhaps,  is  of  the  highest  value  in  all  respects  ; but  all  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  furnish  facts,  thoughts  and  sentiments  which 
are  the  natural  growth  and  illustration  of  the  progress  of  the  age. 

With  these  considerations,  I never  think  of  our  large  collection  of 
pamphlets  but  I feel  a great  desire  that  they  should  be  arranged, 
classified  and  catalogued,  without  which  they  are  inaccessible, 
and  are  of  little  benefit  to  the  cause  of  history.  Bound  volumes  of 
history,  biography,  and  travels,  are  easily  seen  and  distinguished  on 
the  shelves  of  a library.  Pamphlets  in  bundles  not  arranged,  not 
catalogued,  are  utterly  useless.  But  when  carefully  classified  they 
constitute  a rich  source  of  historical  information. 

I am  aware  that  when  a society  or  an  individual  obtains  the  pos- 
session of  an  old,  rare  pamphlet  it  is  regarded  as  a very  important 
feat  accomplished  ; but,  when  a collection  of  such  pamphlets  is  made, 
the  first  duty  is  to  take  care  of  them,  so  as  to  render  their  use  easy, 
and  hence  valuable  to  the  student.  While  I thus  speak,  I acknow- 
ledge the  great  improvement  in  the  building  in  which  our  valuable 
library  is  located,  and  also  the  greater  safety  of  our  collections, 
stored  in  our  fire-proof  apartment.  But,  in  my  opinion,  our  im- 
perative duty  is  to  look  to  our  pamphlets  as  soon  as  the  means  of 
doing  so  can  be  obtained.  They  are  invaluable  and,  if  arranged 
as  I have  suggested,  will  of  themselves  constitute  a valuable  collec- 
tion to  which  students  will  resort  for  information  in  all  the 
departments  of  history  and  biography.  A catalogue  of  these  and 
of  our  books  cannot  much  longer  be  dispensed  with.  It  would  be  a 
key  to  our  treasures,  and  would  place  it  in  the  power  of  the  humblest 
inquirer  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  an  immense  number  of  facts 
of  which  he  had  been  ignorant ; and  at  the  same  time  open  an 
inexhaustible  source  from  which  he  may  enlarge  his  historical  acqui- 
sitions, a collection  of  the  richest  treasures,  which  are  now  like 
pearls  buried  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean. 
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For  these  reasons,  gentlemen,  and  for  others  which  will  doubtless 
occur  to  your  minds,  I trust  we  shall  soon  secure  a fund,  the  income 
of  which  shall  enable  us  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  librarian’s  salary, 
and  to  accomplish  such  other  objects  as  are  necessary  to  the  success 
and  prosperity  of  the  society. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  another  object,  viz.  : the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  as  will  add  to  the  interest  and  value  of  the  papers 
to  be  read  at  our  monthly  meetings.  As  this  is  a New-England 
society,  it  is  important  that  every  part  of  New-England  should  be 
represented  both  by  the  authors  and  in  the  subjects  of  the  papers 
brought  before  us.  The  most  important  historical  questions,  which 
are  appropriately  discussed  before  this  society,  are  local  in  their  cha- 
racter ; therefore  the  investigation  of  the  facts  which  relate  to  them 
must  be  made  in  the  locality  where  the  events  transpired.  Hence 
if  we  aim  to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  whole  of  New-England, 
we  must  have  writers  and  investigators  of  the  facts  from  every  part 
of  it,  historical  scholars,  whose  residence  in  the  locality  of  which 
they  treat  has  enabled  them  to  carry  on  their  investigations  from 
original  sources  and  public  records  for  years,  and  from  which  they 
can  bring  to  us  things  literally  new  and  old.  We  should  have  papers 
read  here  by  residents  of  Maine,  New-Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode 
sland,  Connecticut  and  the  remoter  parts  of  this  commonwealth. 
Even  were  it  convenient  to  obtain  papers  from  mbnth  to  month  from 
gentlemen  in  the  city  of  Boston,  or  its  immediate  vicinity,  it  would 
by  no  means  achieve  the  object  we  desire  to  accomplish.  We  must 
therefore  extend  broader  invitations  and  secure  the  services  of  our 
members,  and  other  historical  scholars,  who  reside  at  a distance.  In 
doing  this  we  have  not  the  means  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses, 
which  surely  ought  not  to  be  incurred  by  those  who  prepare  the  pa- 
pers in  question.  A permanent  fund,  yielding  two  or  three  hundred 
dollars,  would  enable  us  to  pay  all  expenses  incurred  by  the  journey 
of  our  guests,  and  to  procure  papers  of  rare  interest  and  great  value 
from  studeuts  of  New-England  history,  far  and  near.  I earnestly 
hope  we  shall  be  able  to  secure  this  object  during  the  present  year. 

The  society  is  now  advancing  on  thS  second  quarter  of  a century 
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since  its  incorporation.  It  is  firmly  established  and  is  constantly 
extending  its  field  of  operations.  It  is  working  harmoniously  with 
kindred  associations,  both  in  this  and  other  countries,  and  it  is  re- 
ceiving the  aid  and  sympathy  of  numerous  friends. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  society,  I am  satisfied  that  our 
present  plan  of  operations  is  judicious  and  good.  And  now 
that  we  are  permanently  located  in  a house  of  our  own,  and  have 
secured  the  services  of  a librarian  whose  time  will  be  devoted  wholly 
to  our  work,  I feel  that  no  change  is  necessary  except  the  further 
acquisition  of  funds  to  secure  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  society . 

To  accomplish  this  most  desirable  object,  I recommend  the  ap- 
pointment of  a special  committee  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  the 
means  of  establishing  a fund,  the  income  of  which  may  be  devoted 
to  the  payment  of  the  librarian’s  salary  and  other  expenses  not 
prospectively  provided  for.  The  importance  and  duty  of  sustain- 
ing our  society  in  a flourishing  condition  needs  no  further  argument 
from  me. 

But,  when  I reflect  on  the  influence  of  New-England  principles 
and  New-England  examples  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  civilization, 
and  humanity,  and  in  whatever  tends  to  the  comfort,  happiness,  and 
advancement  of  the  human  race,  I am  deeply  impressed  with  a sense 
of  the  obligation  which  rests  on  us  to  preserve  and  transmit  their 
history  unimpaired,  which  so  clearly  redounds  to  their  honor  and 
the  welfare  of  mankind.  Our  society  was  organized  for  this  special 
purpose  ; but,  as  I have  often  addressed  you  on  this  topic,  I shall  not 
tax  your  patience  by  enlarging  upon  it  at  the  present  time. 

No  branch  of  human  research  can  have  a more  salutary  influence  on 
the  mind  than  the  study  of  New-England  history  ; and,  next  to  the 
training  of  the  spirit  for  the  life  eternal,  I know  of  no  more  noble 
employment  than  that  of  treasuring  up  and  perpetuating  the  deeds, 
principles,  and  virtues  of  a noble  ancestry.  Like  the  cheering  rays 
of  the  morning,  they  have  pierced  the  darkest  portions  of  the  earth ; 
they  have  lit  up  the  paths  of  Christian  civilization  around  the  globe ; 
they  will  illume  the  broad  highway  of  the  future  with  beams  of  hal- 
lowed light ; and  their  teachings  will  forever  constitute  the  true  means 
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of  maintaining  free  governments,  individual  rights,  and  the  highest 
happiness  of  mankind.  Day  by  day,  and  step  by  step,  their  princi- 
ples are  revolutionizing  the  empires  of  the  earth ; and,  as  time  ad- 
vances, they  will  be  more  and  more  appreciated  for  their  wisdom  and 
virtue.  These  principles  will  live  forever  to  bless  the  world ; and  will 
continue  to  march  on  in  triumph  toward  that  grand  millennial  era, 
when  the  governments  of  this  world  shall  form  one  great  circle  of 
free  republics,  and  when  peace  on  earth  and  good-will  to  men  shall 
prevail.  Let  us,  then,  recover  all  that  is  great  and  good  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  past,  and  let  us  also  treasure  up  all  that  is  valuable  and 
of  good-report  in  the  present.  He  that  would  not  do  this  can  have 
but  little  reverence  for  his  ancestry,  home,  or  country,  and  but  little 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  those  wTho  are  to  follow  him.  W ell  did  Burke 
remark  : " People  who  do  not  look  back  to  their  ancestry  will  not 
look  forward  to  their  posterity.”  How  imperativety  does  the  Bible 
enforce  this  injunction  on  all  generations  of  men  : " Hear  this,  ye  old 

men,  and  give  ear,  all  ye  inhabitants  of  the  land.  Tell  ye  your 
children  of  it,  and  let  your  children  tell  their  children,  and  their 
children  another  generation.” 

Gentlemen : I congratulate  you  on  the  increasing  prosperity  and 
usefulness  of  our  society,  and  the  cheering  prospects  before  us.  Let 
these  excite  us  to  renewed  diligence,  and  let  us  labor  with  greater 
zeal  for  the  promotion  of  its  objects.  Let  us  be  active  while  our 
day  lasts.  Soon,  he  who  now  occupies  this  chair  and  all  those  Who 
now  surround  him  will  have  passed  from  time  into  eternity.  But 
our  institution  will  survive,  and  millions  of  grateful  hearts  shall  rise 
up  and  bless  the  memory  of  the  men  who  laid  its  foundations  and 
labored  for  its  advancement. 

May  the  society  continue  to  be  more  and  more  appreciated  for  its 
labors  and  usefulness.  May  it  receive  the  sympathy  and  favor  of  the 
public,  and  the  generous  munificence  of  noble-hearted  men  ; and  go  on 
prospering  until  the  final  day,  when  the  histories  of  this  earth  and  of 
our  race  shall  be  transferred  to  the  great  record  above,  eternal  in  the 
heavens. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Society’s  House,  18  Somerset  street? 
Boston,  on  Wednesday,  January  3,  1872. 

The  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  the  president,  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  following  reports  were  then  submitted. 


Report  of  the  Librarian. 

The  whole  number  of  bound  volumes  in  the  library,  as  reported 


last  year,  was  .......  8653 

Added  during  the  year  1871,  ....  561 

Whole  number  of  volumes  at  the  present  time,  9214 

The  number  of  pamphlets  reported  last  year,  . 26943 

Added  during  the  year  1871,  . . . . 1172 


Whole  number  of  pamphlets  at  the  present  time,  28115 

The  number  of  bound  volumes  added  is  three  hundred  and  thirty-two 
and  of  pamphlets  three  hundred  and  four,  in  excess  of  last  year.  This  does 
not  include  a large  collection  of  both  books  and  pamphlets  presented  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  H.  Richardson,  of  Boston,  but  which  have  not  yet  been  placed 
upon  the  shelves,  and  are  not  included  in  the  above  enumeration, 

A large  collection  belonging  to  the  Dorchester  Antiquarian  Society,  has 
been  placed  with  the  library  of  this  society.  A great  number  of  news- 
papers, photographs,  engravings,  impressions  of  colonial  seals,  framed  por- 
traits and  manuscripts  have  been  received. 

Of  the  volumes  acknowledged  above,  250  were  bound  volumes  of  news- 
papers, the  gift  of  Messrs.  Addison  and  Isaac  Child,  with  a carefully  pre- 
pared and  beautifully  executed  index  of  titles,  names  of  editors,  publishers, 
etc.,  by  the  latter  gentleman. 

The  bound  volumes  and  many  of  the  pamphlets  presented,  include  matter 
of  much  value  for  the  purposes  for  which  the  library  was  formed,  A full 
list  of  donors  is  appended  to  this  report, 
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The  librarian  abstains  from  remarks  in  regard  to  the  much  needed  addi- 
tions to  the  library  that  would  promote  its  efficiency  and  tend  toward  a 
desirable  completeness.  In  the  very  competent  care  to  which  it  will  be 
entrusted,  these  ends  will  receive  all  practicable  attention. 

Jas.  F.  Hunnewell, 

Librarian. 


Names  of  donors  of  books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  during  the  year  1871. 


Adams,  Simeon  P., 

Boston 

Bound 

vols. 

Pamph- 

lets. 

1 

Adams,  Hon.  Charles  Francis, 

Boston 

10 

Adams,  Rev.  Edwin  G., 

Templeton 

2 

Allen,  Stephen  M., 

Boston 

1 

Almack,  Richard  S.,  F.R.S., 

London,  Eng. 

1 

American  News  Co., 

New-York,  N.  Y. 

2 

6 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

Boston 

1 

Amory,  Thomas  C., 

Boston 

1 

Andrews,  Gen.  Samuel, 

Boston 

1 

Antiquarian  Society, 

Worcester 

1 

Association  Cong.  Churches, 
Austin,  Hon.  Arthur  W. 

Boston 

1 

1 

Baker,  Amos 

Boston 

2 

Baldwin,  Byron  A. 

Chicago,  111. 

1 

Bancroft,  J.  M., 

New-York,  N.  Y. 

1 

Barrett,  Hon.  James, 

Woodstock,  Yt. 

1 

Bates,  Mrs.  J.  A., 

Charlestown 

25 

Bicknell,  Thomas  W., 

Providence,  R.  I. 

1 

Bill,  Ledyard, 

New-York,  N.  Y. 

1 

Board  Public  Charities, 

Harrisburg,  Penn. 

1 

Bolt  wood,  Lucius  M., 

Hartford,  Ct. 

1 

Brewer,  Prof.  Fisk  H., 

Chapel  Hill,  N.  C. 

1 

Bright,  Jonathan  B., 

Waltham 

1 

38 

Brigham,  William  F., 

Boston 

1 

1 

Brooks,  Rev.  Charles, 

Medford 

1 

Buffalo  Historical  Society, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

13 

Bush,  Francis,  Jr., 

Boston 

1 

Butler,  Prof.  James  D., 

Madison,  Wis. 

1' 

Cattell,  Rev.  William, 

Easton,  Penn. 

1 

Caverly,  Robert  B. , 

Lowell 

1 

Chicago  Historical  Society, 

Chicago,  111. 

2 

17 

Child,  Messrs.  Addison  and  Isaac, 

Boston 

250 

Clapp,  David  & Son, 

Boston 

2 

Clarke,  Robert, 

Cincinnati 

2 

28 

Clarke,  Rev.  Dorus,  D.D., 

Boston 

1 

City  of  Boston, 
City  Auditor, 

Boston 

4 

1 

City  of  Chelsea, 

1 

1 

Colburn,  Jeremiah, 

Boston 

7 

16 

Cope,  Gilbert, 

West  Chester,  Penn. 

1 

15 


Corey,  D.  P., 

Cornell,  Dr.  Wm.  M., 

Cutter,  William  R., 

Cutler,  Mrs.  B.  C., 

Cutler,  Rev.  Samuel, 

Dawson,  H.  B., 

Dean,  John  Ward, 

Deane,  Rev.  J.  Bathurst,  F.S.A., 
De  Bernardy,  C.  W., 

De  Costa,  Rev.  B.  F., 

Dixon,  B.  Homer, 

Dorr,  J.  A.  (Estate  of )> 

Dion,  J.  0., 

Drake,  Samuel  G., 

Dudley,  Dean, 

Duren,  Elnathan  F., 

Durrie,  Daniel  S., 

Duyckinck,  Evert  A., 

Dwight,  J.  S., 

Edes,  Harry  H., 

Edwards,  Henry, 

Ellis,  William  Smith, 

Emery,  Rev.  S.  H., 

Essex  Institute, 

Falls,  A.  J., 

Futhey,  J.  Smith, 

Garrison,  Wendell  P., 

Gibbs,  Prof.  Wolcott, 

Goodman,  A.  T., 

Goodell,  Abner  C., 

Goss,  Elbridge  H., 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A. 

Hart,  Charles  H., 

Handley,  Rev.  Isaac, 

Hayes,  John  L., 

Hebard,  Hon.  Learned, 
Hemenway,  Miss  Abby  M., 
Higginson,  Thomas  W., 

Hill,  Clement  H., 

Homes,  Henry  A., 

Holland,  Rev.  Frederic  W., 
Holbrook,  Albert, 

Hotchkiss,  Frank  E., 

Howe,  Elias, 

Hoyt,  Albert  H., 

Hoyt,  David  W., 

Hudson,  Hon.  Charles, 
Huntingdon,  Rev.  E.  B., 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society, 


Bound 

Pamph- 

vols. 

lets. 

Malden 

2 

Boston 

3 

62 

Woburn 

1 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

I 

Hanover 

9 

Morrisiania,  N.  Y. 

1 

Boston 

3 

18 

Bath,  Eng. 

1 

London,  Eng. 

1 

New-York,  N.  Y. 

1 

Toronto,  Canada 

1 

Boston 

3 

Chambly  Basin,  Canada 

1 

Boston 

13 

Boston 

1 

Bangor,  Me. 

1 

Madison,  Wis. 

2 

New-York,  N.  Y. 

1 

Chicago 

1 

Charlestown 

2 

Boston 

1 

London,  Eng.  (folios) 

27 

Taunton 

2 

Salem 

9 

Washington,  D.  C. 

1 

West  Chester,  Penn. 

1 

New-York,  N.  Y. 

1 

Cambridge 

1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

6 

Salem 

2 

Melrose 

3 

Boston 

10 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

1 

2 

Mt.  Sidney,  Va. 

2 

Boston 

5 

Lebanon , Ct. 

1 

Ludlow,  Yt. 

1 

Newport,  R.  I. 

2 

5 

Washington,  D.  C. 

1 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

1 

Cambridge 

26 

Providence,  R.  I. 

1 

New  Haven,  Ct. 

4 

69 

Boston 

1 

Boston 

2 

Providence,  R.  I. 

1 

Lexington 

1 

Stamford,  Ct. 

1 

Iowa  City,  Iowa 

12 

3 

16 


Jackson,  Dr.  Charles  T., 

Jenks,  George  C., 

Jordan,  John,  Jr., 

Kidder,  Frederic, 

Kip,  Rt.  Rev.  Wm.  Ingraham,  D.D. 
Latrobe,  Hon.  J.  H.  B., 

Lawrence,  Wm.  R., 

Lewis,  Dr.  Winslow, 

Lincoln,  Hon.  Solomon, 

Lincoln,  George, 

Lippincott,  J.  B., 

Little,  William, 

Mass.  Horticultural  Society, 
Maryland  Historical  Society, 

Mass.  Historical  Society, 
McKenzie,  Rev.  Alexander, 

Meigs,  Gen.  M.  C., 

Miles,  Rev.  Henry  A., 

Minnesota  Historical  Society, 
Moore,  Mrs.  Mary, 

Mountfort,  George, 

Mudge,  Alfred  & Son, 

New- York  State  Library, 
New-Yor'k  Gen.  and  Biog.  Society, 
New-Hampshire  Hist.  Society, 
North,  James  W., 

Nelson,  Charles  H., 

Paige,  Rev.  Lucius  R.,  D.D., 
Paine,  Nathaniel, 

Peirce,  Gen.  Ebenezer  W., 
Pennsylvania  Hist.  Society, 

Perry,  Rev.  Wm.  Stevens,  D.D., 
Pease,  Richard  L., 

Pease,  Austin  S., 

Pearce,  Stewart, 

Poor,  Alfred, 

Potter,  Hon.  E.  R., 

Preble,  Capt.  George  H., 

Public  Library, 

Public  Library, 

Rapid  Writer  Association, 

Reed,  Charles, 

Richardson,  Jeffrey, 

Richardson,  Hon.  William  A., 
Robb,  James  B., 

Rollins,  Hon.  J.  R., 

Russell,  Edward, 

Rhode-Island  Hist.  Society, 
Register  Club, 


Bound 

Pamph- 

vols. 

lets. 

Boston 

1 

1 

Concord,  N.  H. 

1 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

1 

Melrose 

4 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

1 

Baltimore,  Md. 

2 

Longwood  (Brookline) 

1 

29 

Boston 

140 

Boston 

1 

Hingham 

1 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

2 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

1 

Boston 

1 

Baltimore,  Md. 

1 

Boston 

3 

Cambridge 

1 

1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

2 

Longwood 

1 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

1 

Milford,  N.  H. 

1 

Boston 

1 

Boston 

2 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

21 

New- York 

3 

Concord,  N.  H. 

2 

Augusta,  Me. 

1 

Newbern,  N.  C. 

1 

Cambridgeport 

1 

W orcester 

6 

Freetown 

1 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

1 

Geneva,  N.  Y. 

1 

Edgartown,  Mass. 

1 

Springfield 

1 

Wilkesbarre,  Penn. 

1 

Salem 

68 

Kingston,  R.  I. 

1 

7 

Charlestown 

30 

151 

Boston 

2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

1 

Mendon 

1 

Bridgewater 

34 

119 

Boston 

1 

Boston 

10 

Boston 

4 

Lawrence 

4 

Boston 

1 

1 

Providence,  R.  I. 

1 

Boston 

2 
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Sandham,  Alfred, 

Montreal,  C.  E. 

5 

Sawyer,  F.  W., 

Boston 

2 

Scott,  Benj., 

London,  Eng. 

3 

4 

Sedgwick,  C.  F., 

1 

Slafter,  Rev.  Edmund  F., 

Boston 

8 

39 

Sheppard,  John  H., 

Boston 

1 

Simmons,  George  A., 

Boston 

3 

Smithsonian  Institution, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

2 

Smith,  Samuel, 

Worcester 

1 

Snow,  Rev.  T.  W., 

Jamaica  Plain 

1 

13 

Society  of  Antiquaries, 

London,  Eng. 

3 

1 

State  of  Massachusetts, 

Boston 

2 

Strong,  Alexander,  * 

Boston 

2 

Swett,  Hubbard, 

South  Boston 

3 

52 

Temple,  Rev.  J.  H., 

Framingham 

2 

Thacher,  Peter, 

Boston 

13 

Thornton,  J.  Wingate, 

Boston 

1 

43 

Town  Clerk  of  Wenham, 

1 

Tobey,  Edward  S., 

Boston 

1 

Trustees  Town  of  Melrose, 

1 

Trustees  of  Hingham  Library, 

1 

Tuttle,  Charles  W., 

Boston 

1 

Tuttle,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  F., 

Crawfordsville,  111. 

4 

Upham,  Roger  F., 

Worcester 

1 

Vermont  Hist.  Society, 

Montpelier 

1 

1 

Vermont  State, 

Montpelier 

4 

Washburn,  Hon.  Emory, 

Cambridge 

1 

Warren,  G.  Washington, 

Charlestown 

1 

Weisse,  Mrs.  Jane  L., 

New-York 

1 

White,  Ambrose  H., 

Boston 

1 

Whitmore,  William  H., 

Boston 

2 

3 

Wilder,  Hon.  Marshall  P., 

Boston 

1 

Williams,  J.  F., 

Boston 

3 

Williams,  Robert  S., 

Utica,  N.  Y. 

5 

Wilbur,  Asa, 

Boston 

1 

Winthrop',  Hon.  Robt.  C., 

Boston 

7 

Winchester,  Caleb  T., 

Middletown,  Ct. 

1 

Wisconsin  State  Hist.  Society, 

Madison,  Wis. 

1 

1 

Woodman,  Cyrus, 

Cambridge 

1 

Ballard,  Joseph, 

Boston  I file  newspapers. 

Black,  James  W., 

Boston  Photographs. 

Chaplin,  Charles, 

Boston  1 map. 

Cobb,  J.  H., 

Dedham  Photograph. 

Cutler,  Rev.  Samuel, 

Hanover  3 maps. 

Davenport,  Henry, 

Boston  Impression  seals. 

Ellery,  Harrison, 

Boston  Newspapers. 

Gay,  Eben  F., 

Boston  Engrav’d  plates,  old  tax  bil 

Green,  Hon.  James  D., 

Cambridge  Several  engraved  portraits. 
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Xldii  ^ t)  • X)  • ^ 

Hotchkiss,  Frank  E., 
Matchett,  William  F., 
Sandham,  Alfred  E., 


Hall,  J.  B. 


Portland,  Me.  Weekly  newspapers. 

N. Haven,  Ct.  2 maps. 

Boston  Newspapers. 

Montreal, CrE.  Newspaper  cuttings  and 


Photographs  of  Montreal. 


Trask,  William  B., 
Williamson,  Hon.  J., 


Boston,  Photographs. 
Belfast,  Me.  Newspapers. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 


^During  the  first  three  months  of  the  past  year  the  library  remained  in 
the  rented  rooms  of  the  society,  at  No.  17  Bromfield  street,  where  it  had 
been  during  the  preceding  twelve  years  and  a half,  having  been  deposited 
there  early  in  October,  1858.  In  the  last  days  of  March  it  was  removed 
to  the  Society’s  House.  The  books  were  classified  under  the  direction  of  the 
librarian,  and  such  as  are  in  more  constant  use  were  placed  in  the  library 
proper,  and  those  that  are  more  rarely  called  for,  together  with  the  dupli- 
cates and  the  books  left  to  the  society  by  the  late  Lieut.  Gov.  Cushman, 
were  placed  on  the  shelves  in  the  gallery  of  the  hall.  While  this  removal 
with  a better  classification  of  the  books  has  rendered  our  entire  collection 
easily  accessible  for  the  use  of  our  members,  it  has  also  made  it  more  obvious 
to  your  committee  how  many  valuable  and  important  volumes  are  still  to  be 
added  before  the  library  will  be  as  full  as  we  could  desire  it,  even  in  the 
present  stage  of  our  progress.  The  departments  of  family  and  local  history, 
if  we  restrict  the  terms  to  works  relating  to  whole  families  and  to  the  history 
of  towns  and  cities  of  New-England,  are  nearly  complete.  A few  additional 
volumes  would  render  them  entirely  so. 

The  books  in  these  two  departments  have  been  contributed  mostly  by  their 
authors,  or  by  persons  in  some  way  interested  in  the  volumes  themselves. 
There  is  a feeling  of  loyalty  to  historical  studies  on  the  part  of  most  writers 
and  publishers  of  local  or  family  history,  which  leads  them,  often  unsolicited, 
to  place  their  productions  in  our  library.  They  desire,  very  properly  we 
think,  that  the  results  of  their  studies  should  be  made  useful  to  all  other 
investigators  in  the  same  field.  It  is  a proper  and  natural  method  of  ac- 
knowledging, and  in  some  measure  of  repaying  the  obligations  which  they 
owe,  if  not  to  this  society,  at  least  to  scores  of  helpers  in  the  progress  of 
their  work. 

But  the  other  departments  of  the  library  are  by  no  means  as  full  as  the 
two  to  which  we  have  referred.  We  have  a limited  amount  of  historical 
matter  relating  to  nearly  all  of  the  several  states  of  the  Union.  As  these 
are  mostly  gifts  from  the  friends  of  the  society,  coming  from  altogether  in- 
dependent sources,  they  are  to  a great  extent  miscellaneous,  and  do  not 
embrace  any  large  part  of  what  has  been  written  in  reference  to  any  one  of 
the  states  in  question.  It  will  be  obvious  that  an  accumulation  of  books  in 
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this  manner,  while  they  are  exceedingly  valuable  in  themselves,  and  not  to 
be  spared  from  our  collection,  cannot  be  supposed  to  cover  the  whole  sub- 
ject to  which  they  relate,  since  they  have  not  been  selected  with  that  end  in 
view.  There  are  consequently  many  deficiencies  in  the  departments  which 
relate  to  the  general,  local,  and  family  history  of  all  the  states  of  the 
Union.  As  the  local  and  family  history  of  New-England  is  closely  wrought 
into  and  interwoven  with  that  of  all  the  other  states,  the  importance  of 
having,  for  reference,  all  books  relating  to  them,  cannot  well  be  over-esti- 
mated. They  are  quite  indispensable  to  the  completeness  of  our  library,  as 
well  as  to  the  convenience  of  those  who  are  making  the  investigations,  which 
it  is  our  especial  aim  to  promote. 

There  is  another  class  of  books  which  the  committee  regret  to  say  are 
still  wanted  to  a large  extent  in  the  library.  We  refer  to  the  extensive 
series  of  works  relating  to  America,  published  in  Great  Britain  at  different 
periods,  from  the  discovery  of  the  continent  down  to  the  present  time. 
These  are  far  more  numerous  and  important  than  the  casual  observer  would 
suppose.  It  would  be  easy  to  specify  a large  number  of  volumes  containing 
historical  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  investigators  who  frequent 
our  library,  and  new  ones  are  coming  from  the  press  every  year.  Some  of 
these  works,  even  those  recently  published,  contain  important  references  and 
original  documents  never  before  printed,  throwing  light  upon  interesting  and 
important  points  in  our  history.  These  works  are  of  peculiar  and  special 
value  to  us,  and  almost  indispensable  in  the  present  stage  of  our  progress. 

On  the  removal  of  the  library  to  the  Society’s  House,  and  the  arrangement 
of  the  books  under  more  exact  classification,  it  was  found  that  the  number 
of  duplicates  belonging  to  the  society  is  not  large.  With  the  exception  of 
Bond’s  Genealogies  of  Watertown,  The  Cushman  Family,  and  a few 
genealogies  by  our  late  associate,  the  Rev.  Abner  Morse,  the  number  is  small. 
We  presume  that  the  impression  has  prevailed  among  our  members  and 
others,  that  duplicates  were  not  wanted.  This  is  by  no  means  the  case. 
They  can  always^be  exchanged  for  volumes  needed,  and  consequently 
are  of  great  value.  We  have  made  this  reference  in  order  to  state  distinctly 
that  all  books  and  pamphlets  whatever,  relating  to  localities,  societies  or 
persons  connected  with  New-England,  or  throwing  light  in  the  remotest 
manner  upon  our  history,  will  be  cordially  welcomed,  as  they  will  contribute 
essentially  to  enrich  and  enlarge  the  library. 

The  fire-proof  apartment  in  the  Society’s  House,  constructed  for  the  accom- 
modation and  protection  of  manuscripts  and  rare  volumes,  which  cannot  be 
duplicated,  against  the  casualties  and  ravages  of  fire,  has  been  completed. 
Its  double  walls,  resting  upon  solid  foundations,  arched  above  and  beneath  with 
iron  girders,  it  is  believed,  render  it  entirely  safe.  And  your  committee  beg 
leave  to  state  that  it  offers  new  inducements  for  the  permanent  deposit  in 
our  archives  of  family  papers  and  letters,  and  original  documents  both  pri- 
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vate  and  public,  where  they  may  be  carefully  preserved  for  the  perusal  and 
instruction  of  the  generations  that  shall  come  after  us.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  those  who  have  the  custody  of  family  or  other  manuscripts,  will  not  re- 
gard them  as  safe  in  private  houses,  or  be  willing  to  trust  them  to  the  chances 
of  being  neglected,  scattered,  lost  or  destroyed,  but  will,  more  wisely,  place 
them  in  the  archives  of  this  society,  where  they  will  be  properly  indexed, 
and  arranged  for  the  inspection  and  use  of  such  persons,  as  at  any  future 
time,  however  remote,  may  be  interested  in  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate* 

Your  committee  have  solicited  gifts  to  the  society  of  historical  works, 
by  correspondence  and  otherwise.  As  the  fruit  of  these  efforts  many  valuable 
additions  have  been  made  by  our  members  and  friends,  both  in  this  country 
and  in  England.  While  the  thanks  of  the  society  have  been  cordially  returned 
to  all  the  donors  by  the  proper  officers,  it  will  not  be  regarded  as  inappro- 
priate to  mention  here  the  gift  of  twenty-six  folio  volumes  of  great  value 
for  historical  reference,  by  our  associate,  William  Smith  Ellis,  Esq.,  of 
London,  England.1 

During  the  past  year  the  Dorchester  Antiquarian  Society  has  placed  its 
library,  embracing  books  and  pamphlets,  together  with  a collection  of  en- 
gravings and  other  articles  of  antiquarian  interest,  in  the  archives  of  this 
society,  and  the  books  and  pamphlets,  when  distributed  into  their  proper 
classes,  will  add  greatly  to  the  richness  and  copiousness  of  our  collections. 
As  a catalogue  of  them  has  not  been  completed,  the  number  of  books  and 
pamphlets  amounting  to  several  hundreds,  and  a more  particular  description 
of  them,  are  necessarily  deferred  to  our  successors  in  office.  The  gift  of  a 
large  number  of  bound  volumes  and  pamphlets  has  recently  been  made  to 
the  society  by  our  associate,  Benjamin  H.  Richardson,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  This 
collection  has  not  yet  been  arranged  or  classified,  and,  as  it  is  not  included  in 
the  enumeration  of  books  added  in  the  librarian’s  report,  a more  definite 
statement  touching  its  extent  and  character  must  likewise  be  referred  to  our 
successors. 

As  your  committee  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  increasing  the  library,  we 
are  happy  to  state  that  the  number  of  bound  volumes  and  pamphlets  received 
during  the  past  year  is  greatly  in  advance  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the 
historical  value  of  the  works,  we  believe  to  be,  much  greater.  The  addi- 
tions have  all  been  made  as  gifts,  by  the  members  and  friends  of  the  society. 

The  several  classes  of  books  referred  to  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  report, 
as  greatly  needed,  are  such  as  will  not,  to  any  considerable  extent,  ever 
come  to  the  library  as  simple  donations.  These  deficiencies  must  be  supplied 
by  purchase.  To  meet  this  want  there  should  be  expended  annually  a sum 
of  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars.  This  amount  will  be  needed  yearly 
in  all  future  time,  to  add  such  volumes,  relating  to  America,  as  have  been 

1 Donations  to  the  library  from  Great  Britain  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  W.  Wesley,  28  Essex  street 
Strand,  London,  marked,  “ A gift  to  the  N.  E.  Historic , Genealogical  Society , 18  Somerset  street , 
Boston , care  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution , Washington , U.  S.” 
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and  are  to  be  published  in  this  country  and  in  Great  Britain.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a foundation,  the  income  of  which  shall  be  devoted  to  this  ob- 
ject, is  a subject  which  must  soon  occupy  the  attention  of  the  society. 

For  the  committee, 

Edmund  F.  Slafter. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Papers  and  Essays. 

During  the  past  year  nine  papers  were  read  before  the  society,  namely : 
February  1.  — By  the  Hon.  Joseph  White,  LL.D.  on  the  “ Derivation 
of  the  Names  of  some  of  the  Towns  in  Massachusetts.” 

By  Prof.  John  Johnston,  LL.D.,  of  the  Wesleyan  University  at  Middle- 
town,  Ct.,  on  “ Abraham  Shurt  and  John  Earthy,  two  prominent  actors  in 
the  Early  History  of  Maine.” 

March  1.  — By  Mr.  Frederic  Kidder,  on  “ Cabot’s  First  Voyage  of 
Discovery  to  North  America.” 

By  Mr.  J.  Otis  Williams.  Subject : “A  Chat  with  the  Puritans.” 

April  5. — By  the  Rev.  Elias  Nason,  on  “ The  Model  Town  of  Massa- 
chusetts.” 

May  3. — By  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Esq.,  on  “ Sir  William  Pepperrell 
and  the  Pepperrell  and  Sparhawk  Mansions  in  Kittery,  Me.” 

June  9. — By  the  Rev.  Daniel  P.  Noyes,  on  “John  Winthrop  and  his 
Influence  on  the  Early  History  of  Massachusetts.” 

September  6.  — By  the  Rev.  Increase  N.  Tarbox,  D.D.  Subject:  “Re- 
miniscence of  the  Stackpole  House.” 

December  6.  — By  Charles  W.  Tuttle,  Esq.,  on  “ Christopher  Kilby,  of 
Boston,  agent  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  in  England.” 

Of  these  papers,  those  by  Prof.  Johnston  and  Mr.  Tuttle  have  been 
printed. 

For  the  committee, 

Samuel  Burnham. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  only  matter  on  which  the  committee  were  called  to  take  official 
action,  during  the  past  year,  was  the  editing,  printing  and  distribution 
of  the  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register.  Four  numbers,  constituting 
the  twenty-fifth  volume,  have  been  promptly  issued,  and  the  number  for 
January,  1872,  being  the  first  number  of  the  twenty-sixth  volume,  has  just 
been  published. 

It  must  be  a source  of  satisfaction  to  the  surviving  members  of  the  society 
who  were  instrumental  in  originating  this  periodical,  and  to  the  several 
committees  of  publication,  to  witness  its  continued  prosperity,  and  to  realize 
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that  it  has  already  reached  an  age  which  may  justly  be  regarded  as  venerable 
The  Register  was  started  in  order  to  meet  a real  want,  and  it  has  filled  a 
place  still  unoccupied  by  any  other  publication.  The  chief  design  of  its 
projectors  was  to  create  an  organ  of  communication  between  this  and  other 
societies,  and  the  public,  and  for  the  further  and  more  important  object  of 
printing,  and  by  that  means  of  preserving  a portion,  at  least,  of  the  great 
mass  of  papers,  records,  documents,  and  other  manuscripts  relating  to  the 
early  history  of  the  people  of  the  United  States : to  present,  as  it  were,  in 
photographic  likeness  and  with  exact  fidelity  the  habits,  customs,  thoughts, 
words  and  deeds  of  our  ancestors. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  the  successive  committees  of  publication 
and  editors  have  been  greatly  favored  by  the  free-will  offerings  of  valuable 
and  dearly  prized  family-papers,  and  have  had  access  to  and  the  most  liberal 
use  of  the  richest  collections  of  ancient  papers  and  records  to  be  found  in  the 
country.  And  it  is  worthy  of  note,  that  while  the  series  of  volumes  now 
makes  almost  a library  of  itself,  and  is  confessedly  the  most  valuable  historical 
series  of  the  kind  extant,  the  literary  work  on  not  one  of  its  more  than  13000 
pages  has  ever  been  paid  for ; nor  has  payment  ever  been  asked  or  expected. 

There  has  not  been  in  the  past  any  lack  of  material  for  its  pages ; and 
though,  for  many  years  to  come,  we  should  seemingly  make  but  little  progress 
in  the  work  of  publishing  even  the  most  valuable  portion  of  our  ancient 
manuscripts,  yet  we  hope  by  showing,  as  we  already  have  done,  the  value  of 
such  material, — which  too  often  is  considered  worthless  and  consigned  to  the 
fire  or  other  uses, — to  do  not  a little  toward  creating  a general  interest 
in  its  preservation. 

The  desire  and  purpose  of  the  founders  of  the  Register  was  to  make  it  a 
strictly  historical  work ; and  that  it  should  not  be  in  any  sense,  or  in  any 
degree,  the  organ  of  a sect  or  party  or  clique,  of  any  kind.  This  desire  and 
purpose  has  been  almost  uniformly  respected  and  approved.  It  may  be 
that  the  success  of  the  publication,  and  its  general  approval  and  support 
by  our  most  intelligent  historical  students  is  due  as  much  to  this  feature  of 
its  management  as  to  its  varied,  interesting  and  valuable  contents. 

This  society  has  never  had,  and  has  not  now,  any  quarrels  with  any  other 
society.  It  has  no  prejudices  to  disseminate  ; no  jealousies  to  cherish ; no 
griefs  to  avenge.  It  regards  all  other  societies,  and  all  candid,  truthful  and 
intelligent  historical  inquirers  as  brothers  and  friends ; and  it  cordially 
welcomes  them  to  a common  field  of  investigation.  It  desires  to  ascertain 
the  facts  of  our  early  history ; to  pursue  its  investigations  with  judicial 
calmness  and  impartiality ; and  to  hold  the  truth  in  all  charity,  as  well  to- 
ward the  living  as  the  dead.  In  their  management  of  the  Register  the  com- 
mittee have  strenuously  sought  to  be  guided  by  the  same  spirit. 

It  may  gratify  the  subscribers  to  the  Register  to  learn  that  its  circulation 
is  steadily  extending,  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  numerous  testimonials 
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which  come  to  hand,  that  it  is  now  regarded,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  with 
no  less  favor  than  it  has  been  at  any  former  period.  This  result  is  owing 
in  part  to  a plan,  recently  adopted  by  the  committee,  of  procuring  contributions 
upon  historical  subjects  of  general  interest.  Many  of  these  papers  are  very 
valuable,  and  have  commanded  the  attention  both  of  the  general  reading- 
public  and  of  critical  students  of  American  history. 

In  the  volume  just  closed,  besides  a great  mass  of  miscellaneous  papers 
of  more  or  less  interest  and  value,  will  be  found  genealogies,  or  genealogical 
notes,  of  the  Allen,  Appleton,  Baldwin,  Bird,  Bromfield,  Bowne,*  Browne, 
Coffin,  Deane,  Foster,  Gardner,  LeBaron,  Lefhngwell,  Lucas,  Mosely,  Neill, 
Sargent,  Weir,  Winslow,  Yassall  and  other  families;  memoirs  and  portraits 
of  Gov.  William  Plumer,  William  Pitt  Fessenden,  David  Reed  and  Lucius 
Manlius  Sargent ; the  discourse  delivered  by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Bell  at  the 
dedication  of  the  Society’s  House  on  the  18th  of  March,  1871 ; Mr.  Thomas 
C.  Amory’s  paper  entitled  Old  Cambridge  and  New;  Mr.  William  C.  Fowler’s 
paper  on  Local  Law  in  Massachusetts  Historically  Considered ; Capt.  Geo. 
Henry  Preble’s  articles  on  Early  Ship-building  in  New-England;  Mr.  Charles 
Hudson’s  very  complete  lists  of  the  colonial  soldiers  engaged  in  the  Louis- 
bourg  Expedition,  in  1745;  and  other  articles  of  scarcely  less  merit;  all  of 
which  cost  their  authors  much  time  and  labor. 

In  the  number  just  issued  from  the  press  will  be  found  articles  of  interest 
to  persons  and  families  both  in  and  out  of  New-England ; such  as  sketches 
of  the  Oxnard  Family  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Moseley,  and  of  the  Bromfield  Family 
by  Dr.  D.  D.  Slade;  genealogies  of  the  Winslow  Family  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Paige,  of  the  Page  Family  by  Dr.  William  Prescott,  and  of  the  Lee  Family 
of  Virginia ; an  article  on  Christopher  Kilby,  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Tuttle ; poems 
of  the  Rev.  Michael  Wigglesworth ; continuations  of  Capt.  Preble’s  paper 
on  Early  Ship-building  in  Massachusetts,  of  the  Record-book  of  the  First 
Church  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  by  Mr.  James  F.  Ilunnewell,  and  of  Mr. 
Fowler’s  article  on  Local  Law  in  Massachusetts ; a memoir  of  Gov.  Oliver 
Wolcott,  Sen.,  written  by  his  son  Gov.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr. ; and  other  papers 
of  value. 

The  portrait,  accompanying  the  sketch  of  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin  P.  Rich- 
ardson, furnished  by  his  family,  and  the  other  illustrations  in  the  same 
number  contributed  by  Mr.  Moseley  and  Mr.  Hunnewell,  respectively, 
exceeded  in  cost  the  sum  of  $225. 

IIitherto‘no  systematic  plan  has  been  used  in  extending  the  circulation  of 
the  Register.  It  is  now  proposed  to  make  an  effort  in  that  direction,  and  at 
a recent  meeting  of  the  Register  club  it  was  voted  to  recommend  to  the 
society  to  appoint  a committee  for  that  purpose.  The  members  of  the 
society,  each  subscriber  to  the  Register,  and  all  who  may  read  this  report 
are  earnestly  invited  to  aid  the  committee  in  procuring  subscribers.  We 
desire  to  double  our  list  of  subscribers,  and  to  use  the  income  that  may  thus 
be  obtained  in  enlarging  and  otherwise  improving  the  Register. 


24 


It  would  seem  desirable  that  all  the  publications  of  the  society,  and  all 
circulars  issued  and  blank  forms  used  by  the  different  officers  of  the  society 
in  their  official  capacity,  should  pass  through  the  hands  of  some  one  committee 
before  they  are  printed,  so  as  to  secure  a reasonable  degree  of  uniformity. 
To  this  end  it  is  recommended  to  the  society  to  direct  the  committee  on 
publication  to  prepare  such  forms  as  may  be  needed  from  time  to  time  and 
supervise  the  printing  of  the  same,  and  of  all  the  publications  of  the  society. 

For  the  committee, 

Albert  H.  Hoyt. 


Report  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Besides  the  more  strictly  official  correspondence  of  the  year,  which  has 
just  closed,  numerous  letters  have  been  received  relating  to  historical  ques- 
tions, and  to  the  interests  of  the  society ; some  of  them  conveying  valuable 
information  on  subjects  of  interest  and  importance.  Such  as  were  of  more 
general  interest  have  been  read  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  society. 
Replies  have  been  sent  to  all  communications  requiring  answers,  and,  as  far 
as  possible,  with  the  information  desired.  Letters  accepting  membership 
from  one  hundred  and  three  gentlemen  have  been  received  and  placed  on 
file.  Three  corresponding,  and  one  hundred  resident  members  have  been 
added  to  the  society  during  the  year ; a list  of  their  names  is  herewith  • 
submitted. 


Corresponding  Members  added  in  1871. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  William-Ingraham  Kip,  D.D.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Brantz  Mayer,  Baltimore,  Md. 

James-Ross  Snowden,  A.M.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Resident  Members  added  in  1871. 
Edward-Livingston  Adams,  Watertown,  Mass. 

Oakes  Ames,  North-Easton,  Mass. 

' Samuel  Atherton,  Boston,  Mass. 

Walter-Titus  Avery,  A.B.,  New-York,  N.  Y. 

Edmund-James  Baker,  Boston,  Mass. 

Elisha  Bassett,  Boston,  Mass. 

William-Carver  Bates,  Newton,  Mass. 

Frank-Forbes  Battles,  Lowell,  Mass. 

James-II.  Beal,  Boston,  Mass. 

Francis-Everett  Blake,  Boston,  Mass 
The  lion.  Charles  Bradley,  Providence,  R.  I. 

John-Miner  Brodhead,  Washington,  D.  C. 

David-IIenry  Brown,  A.B.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Alexander-Claxton  Cary,  Boston,  Mass. 

Ebenezer  Clapp,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Rev.  George-Faber  Clark,  Mendon,  Mass. 

William-Smith  Clark,  A.M.,  Ph.D.,  Amherst,  Mass. 
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Benjamin-Pierce  Cheney,  Boston,  Mass. 

Edward-Russell  Cogswell,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Cambridgeport,  Mass. 
James- Cogs  well  Converse,  Southborough,  Mass. 

James- Wheaton  Converse,  West-Newton,  Mass. 
Albert-Forster  Damon,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Daniel-Edwin  Damon,  Plymouth,  Mass. 

Ebenezer  Dale,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  lion.  John-Calvin  Dodge,  A.B.,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  A.M.,  Dedham,  Mass. 

Warren  Fisher,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass. 

John-Smith  Fogg,  South-Weymouth,  Mass. 

Herman  Foster,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

Alfred  Fawcett,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Marcus-Davis  Gilman,  Auburndale,  Mass. 

William-Taylor  Glidclen,  Boston,  Mass. 

Henry- Augustus  Gowing,  Boston,  Mass. 

Andrew-Townsend  Hall,  Boston,  Mass. 

Leonard-Bond  Harrington,  Salem,  Mass. 

Ezra  Hawkes,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Charles-Amasa  He  wins,  West-Roxbury,  Mass. 

Horatio-IIollis  Hunnewell,  Boston,  Mass. 

Franklin  Hunt,  Boston,  Mass. 

James-F.-C.  Hyde,  Newton-Centre,  Mass. 

Francis-Marshall  Johnson,  Newton-Centre,  Mass. 

Frederick  Jones,  Boston,  Mass. 

Josiah-Moore  Jones,  Boston,  Mass. 

Leonard-Augustus  Jones,  A.B.  LL.B.,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Hon.  Elbridge- Gerry  Kelley,  Newburyport,  Mass. 
James-Reynolds  Knott,  Boston,  Mass. 

Franklin  King,  Boston,  Mass. 

William-Richards  Lawrence,  M.D.,  Brookline,  Mass. 
George-Thomas  Littlefield,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

John-Staples  Locke,  Boston,  Mass. 

John-Emery  Lyon,  Boston,  Mass. 

George-Henry  Martin,  Bridgewater,  Mass. 

Jonathan  Mason,  Boston,  Mass. 

Frederick-Warren-Goddard  May,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  McKenzie,  A.M.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Charles  Merriam,  Boston,  Mass. 

Thomas  Minns,  Boston,  Mass. 

Levi-Parsons  Morton,  New-York,  N.  Y. 

Edward-Strong  Moseley,  A.M.,  Newburyport,  Mass. 
Enoch-Reddington  Mudge,  Boston,  Mass. 

Lyman  Nichols,  Boston,  Mass. 

Charles-Edward  Noyes,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Prof.  Edwards- Amasa  Park,  D.D.,  Andover,  Mass. 
Samuel-Russell  Payson,  Boston,  Mass. 

Avery  Plummer,  Boston,  Mass. 

John-Alfred  Poor,  Portland,  Me. 

Jonathan  Preston,  Boston,  Mass. 

William-Gibbons  Preston,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Rev.  George  Punchard,  A.M.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Benjamin-Heber  Richardson,  Boston,  Mass. 

Nathan  Robbins,  Arlington,  Mass. 

Royal-Elisha  Robbins,  Boston,  Mass. 

John-Prentice  Rogers,  Boston,  Mass. 

Oliver- Webster  Rogers,  Woburn,  Mass. 

James-Edward  Root,  Boston,  Mass. 

Stephen-Preston  Ruggles,  Boston,  Mass. 

Edward  Russell,  Boston,  Mass. 

Daniel-Waldo  Salisbury,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Hon.  George-Partridge  Sanger,  A.M.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Benjamin  Shreve,  Salem,  Mass. 

Clin  ton- Warrington  Stanley,  A.B.,  Manchester,  Mass. 

Daniel-Baxter  Stedman,  Boston,  Mass. 

Alexander  Strong,  Boston,  Mass. 

Joseph-Teel  Swan,  Boston,  Mass. 

Cyrus-Henry  Taggard,  Boston,  Mass. 

John-Gallison  Tappan,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rear  Admiral  Henry-Ivnox  Thatcher,  Winchester,  Mass. 

George-Newton  Thomson,  M.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

William- Cleaves  Todd,  A.B.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Henry-Elmer  Townsend,  M.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Joseph- Warren  Tucker,  Boston,  Mass. 

Nathaniel-Wing  Turner,  West-Newton,  Mass. 

Supply-Clap  Thwing,  Boston,  Mass. 

Jonathan  Towne,  Milford,  N.  H. 

The  Rev.  Alexander-Hamilton  Vinton,  D.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Moses-Conant  Warren,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Charles-Cotesworth-Pinckney  Waterman,  Sandwich,  Mass. 

Ambrose-Haskell  White,  Boston,  Mass. 

Eben  Wright,  Boston,  Mass. 

John-Stratton  Wright,  Boston,  Mass. 

Early  in  the  year  blanks  were  sent  to  our  corresponding  members  asking 
for  personal  information,  and  many  of  them  have  been,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
all  of  them  will  soon  be  returned  amply  filled  out.  As  the  information  de- 
sired consists  of  facts  and  statistics  which  are  simple  matters  of  history, 
there  cannot  properly  be  any  breach  of  delicacy  or  anything  self-eulogistic 
imtheir  giving  an  account  of  their  personal  character.  The  memoirs  pre- 
pared by  this  society  of  its  deceased  members  are  intended  to  be  strictly 
accurate  and  true  to  the  facts  of  history.  They  will  prove  to  be  eminently 
so,  if  the  information  asked  of  our  members  is  full  and  specific.  The 
statements,  which  are  made  by  them,  are  the  foundation  on  which  the  per- 
sonal narratives  of  their  life  and  character  will  be  constructed,  and  they  will 
comprise  the  principal  material  of  a biographical  dictionary  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  society,  which  it  is  intended  to  publish  at  a future  day.  It  is 
therefore  important  that  the  personal  information  should  be  given  with  as 
much  accuracy  and  fulness  as  possible. 

The  corresponding  secretary  begs  to  state  that  blanks  will  be  furnished 
to  any  members  who  may  desire  to  add  to  the  information  which  they  have 
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already  given,  and  when  returned  to  him  they  will  be  filed  or  bound  in  vol- 
umes, properly  indexed  and  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  society. 
Edmund  F.  Slafter, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 


Report  of‘  the  Historiographer. 

The  historiographer  has  prepared  and  read  before  the  society  during  the 
year  1871  memorial  sketches  of  the  following  named  members  : 

Winthrop  Sargent,  A.M.,  who  died  May  18,  1870,  aged  44  years. 

Gen.  Asa  Howland,  M.D.,  who  died  June  24,  1870,  aged  82  years. 

Mr.  Benjamin-Parker  Richardson,  who  died  Nov.  7,  1870,  aged  68  years. 

The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Burgess,  D.D.,  who  died  Dec.  5,  1870,  aged  80  years. 

Mr.  James  Read,  who  died  Dec.  24,  1870,  aged  81  years. 

The  Hon.  Buckingham  Smith,  who  died  January  5,  1871,  aged  60  years* 

The  Hon.  David  Sears,  A.M.,  who  died  January  14,  1871,  aged  83  years. 

The  Hon.  Oliver-Bliss  Morris,  A.M.,  who  died  April  6,  1871,  aged  89 
years.  * 

Mr.  Elmer  Townsend,  who  died  April  13,  1871,  aged  64  years. 

Mr.  Henry-Oxnard  Preble,  who  died  May  24,  1871,  aged  24  years. 

The  Rev.  Henry-Longueville  Mansel,  B.D.,  who  died  July  13,  1871,  aged 
50  years. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Richardson,  A.M.,  who  died  Sept.  25,  1871,  aged  93 
years. 

The  assistant  historiographer,  Charles  W.  Tuttle,  Esq.,  has  prepared  and 
read  during  the  year  1871,  memorial  sketches  of  the  following  named 
members : 

Col.  James- Warren  Sever,  A.M.,  who  died  January  16,  1871,  aged  73 
years. 

Mr.  Charles-Henry  Woodwell,  who  died  January  31,  1871,  agedT2  years. 

The  Rev.  Romeo  Elton,  D.D.,  who  died  Feb.  5,  1871,  aged  79  years. 

Joseph  Palmer,  M.D.,  who  died  March  3,  1871,  aged  74  years. 

Mr.  William-Reed  Deane,  who  died  June  16,  1871,  aged  61  years. 

The  Hon.  John- Alfred  Poor,  A.M.,  who  died  Sept.  5,  1871, ^aged  63 
years. 

The  number  of  members  whose  decease,  during  the  past  year,  has  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  society,  is  twenty.  This,  considering  the  present  large 
membership,  is  a very  favorable  exhibit,  and  calls  for  special  gratitude  to  the 
Preserver  of  our  days,  for  our  “ times  are  in  His  hands.” 

The  following  is  the  necrology  for  the  year : — - 
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Necrology  for  1871. 


The  figures  on  the  left  indicate  the  date  of  admission  to  the  society. 

1863.  The  Hon.  Buckingham  Smith,  of  New  York,  N.  Y.,  born  Oct.  31, 
1810  ; died  January  5,  1871. 

1846.  The  Hon.  David  Sears,  A.M.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  born  Oct.  8,  1787 ; 
died  Jan.  14,  1871. 

1869.  Col.  James- Warren  Sever,  A.M.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  born  July  1, 

1797  ; died  January  16,  1871. 

1867.  Mr.  Charles-Henry  Woodwell,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  born  March  18, 

1828  ; died  January  31,  1871. 

1845.  Samuel-Holden  Parsons,  A.M.,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  born  Aug. 

11,  1800  ; died  Feb.  23,  1871. 

1852.  Joseph  Palmer,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  born  Oct.  3,1796  ; died 

March  3,  1871. 

1846.  The  Hon.  Oliver-Bliss  Morris,  A.M.,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  born 

Sept.  22,  1782  ; died  April  9,  1871. 

1868.  Mr.  Elmer  Townsend,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  born  March  3,  1807 ; died 

April  13,  1871. 

1857.  Mr.  And  Emerson,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  born  Feb.  3,  1803  ; died 
May  3,  1871. 

187 0.  Mr.  Henry-Oxnard  Preble,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  born  Jan.  4,  1847  ; 

died  May  24,  1871. 

1845.  Mr.  William-Reed  Deane,  of  Mansfield,  Mass.,  born  Aug.  21,  1809  ; 

died  June  16,  1871. 

1859.  The  Rev.  Henry-Longueville  Mansel,  B.D.,  of  London,  England, 
born  Oct.  6,  1820  ; died  July  31,  1871. 

1871.  The  Hon.  John-Alfred  Poor,  A.M.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  born  Jan.  8, 

1808;  died  Sept.  5,  1871. 

1855.  The  Hon.  William-Saxton  Morton,  A.M.,  of  Quincy,  Mass.,  born 
Sept.  22,  1809  ; died  Sept.  21,  1871. 

1857.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Richardson,  A.M.,  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  born  Feb. 

1,  1778;  died  Sept.  25,  1871. 

1846.  Gen.  Guy-Mannering  Fessenden,  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  born  March  30, 

1804  ; died  Nov.  3, 1871. 

1853.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Whiting,  of  Watertown,  Mass.,  born , 1802; 

died  Nov.  18,  1871. 

1859.  Joseph-Green  Cogswell,  LL.D.,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  born  Sept. 
27,  1786;  died  Nov.  26,  1871. 

1871.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Dale,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  born  April  2,  1812  ; died 
Dec.  3,  1871. 

1858.  Henry-Theodore  Tuckerman,  A.M.,  of  New-York,  N.  Y.,  born 

April  20,  1813  ; died  Dec.  17,  1871. 

Dorus  Clarke, 

Historiographer. 
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Report  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  total  income  derived  in  1871  from  annual  assessments,  admission 
fees,  the  income  of  the  life-fund,  including  a balance  of  $32.80  from  the 
account  for  1870,  amounts  to  $1688.82,  and  the  ordinary  expenses  have 
been  $1634.70,  leaving  a balance  in  the  treasury  of  $54.12.  During  the 
same  period,  the  sum  of  $1090  has  been  received  for  life-memberships,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  by-laws  of  the  society  added  to  the  life-fund. 

B.  B.  Torrey, 

Treasurer. 


Report  on  the  Bond  Fund. 

Dr.  Henry  Bond,  of  Philadelphia,  left  a testamentary  gift  to  this  society 
of  about  800  copies,  in  sheets,  of  his  work  entitled  “ Genealogies  and  His- 
tory of  Watertown,”  together  with  certain  manuscripts. 

At  a meeting  of  the  society  held  July  6th,  1859,  a board  of  trustees 
consisting  of  three  persons,  was  appointed  to  manage  this  bequest,  under  the 
following  restrictions. 

It  was  ordered  K that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  trustees  to  prepare  the 
unbound  copies  of  Bond’s  Genealogies  and  History  of  Watertown  for  sale, 
and  to  dispose  of  them  from  time  to  time  as  they  may  think  best ; — that 
after  paying  the  necessary  charges,  the  money  received  shall  be  faithfully 
invested  by  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  society,  and  that  they  shall  report 
to  the  society  the  condition  of  the  funds  and  the  property  at  the  annual 
meetings.” 

It  was  also  ordered  “ that  the  money  so  invested  shall  be  called  the  Bond 
F und,  the  principal  of  which  shall  always  remain  intact ; and  the  annual 
income  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  following,  viz. : — not  less  than 
one-eighth  of  said  income  shall  be  annually  added  to  the  principal  of  the 
fund,  and  the  remainder  shall  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  local  histories 
and  genealogies,  reserving  however  a sufficient  amount  to  bind  and  preserve 
the  manuscripts  left  us  by  Dr.  Bond.” 

The  sale  of  books  has  been  slow,  but  a certain  number  of  copies  has 
been  disposed  of  yearly,  and  the  fund  has  been  constantly  increasing.  Five 
copies  have  been  sold  during  the  last  year,  for  the  sum  of  $25. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  $250,  in  government  bonds,  and  a balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  $79.07. 

It  will  be  seen  that  all  the  moneys  accruing  from  the  sale  of  books,  are 
required  to  be  invested,  and  that  one-eighth  of  the  interest  on  said  invest- 
ments must  be  annually  added  to  the  principal.  Seven-eighths  of  the  interest 
on  the  principal  may  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books.  In  this  way 
the  amount  of  the  fund  is  constantly  increasing,  and  when  our  books  are  all 
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disposed  of,  it  will  amount  to  a very  important  sum.  We  may  now  expend 
about  fifteen  dollars  yearly,  from  this  source,  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

For  the  trustees, 

Almon  D.  Hodges. 


Report  on  the  Barstow  Fund. 

This  fund  was  founded  by  a gift  of  $1000  to  the  society  in  1860,  1862, 
and  1863,  by  the  late  John  Barstow,  Esq.,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  then  a vice- 
president  of  the  society  for  that  state,  the  income  of  which  is  devoted  to 
the  binding  of  books.  From  the  income  of  the  past  year  forty-five  volumes 
have  been  bound,  leaving  a balance  of  $68.07. 

For  the  trustees, 

Wm.  B.  Towne. 


Report  on  the  Towne  Memorial  Fund. 

This  fund  was  founded  by  a gift  of  $1000,  Jan.  1,  1864,  from  Wm.  B. 
Towne,  Esq.,  then  of  Brookline,  in  this  commonwealth,  but  now  of  Milford, 
N.  H.,  which  sum  was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  the  principal 
and  the  interest  to  be  kept  separate  and  apart  from  the  other  funds  of  the 
society,  and  the  income  thereof  to  be  devoted  to  the  publication  of  memorial 
volumes  of  deceased  members,  whenever  the  society  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient. In  the  year  1870  the  founder  added  another  $1000,  subject  to  the 
same  conditions.  The  income  has  been  permitted  to  accumulate,  and  the 
fund  now  amounts  to  $2861.68,  A memorial  volume  has  been  commenced, 
but  not  completed. 

For  the  trustees, 

Charles  B.  Hall. 


Report  of  the  Building  Committee, 

As  the  object  for  which  your  committee  was  appointed  has  not  been  en- 
tirely consummated,  they  are  not  able  to  make  a full  report.  They  would 
however  state  that  the  work  is  substantially  completed,  with  the  exception 
of  procuring  and  inserting  the  mural  tablet,  and  fitting  the  audience-room 
for  the  reception  of  books.  When  the  committee  entered  upon  their  duties 
they  did  not  contemplate  fitting  this  room  for  such  use,  for  spme  years ; but 
in  view  of  the  activity  that  prevails  in  the  society,  and  the  work  that  is  exr 
pected  to  be  accomplished  at  an  early  day,  they  recommend  that  this  be 
done  immediately. 
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The  amount  of  subscriptions  thus  far  received  is  $42,575.00  ; and  the 
amount  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  estate,  alterations,  repairs  and  furniture, 
$42,438.63. 

Certain  subscriptions  were  made  with  the  understanding  that  they  were 
not  to  be  paid  till  the  commencement  of  this  year.  When  these  are  re- 
ceived there  will  be  ample  means  for  completing  the  duty  assigned  to  the 
committee ; and  perhaps  a small  balance  as  a nucleus  for  a publication  fund. 

For  the  committee, 

William  B.  Towne. 


Portrait  of  the  late  Treasurer  of  the  Society. 

The  committee  appointed,  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  to  procure  a por- 
trait of  William  B.  Towne,  Esq.,  as  a testimonial  on  his  retirement  after  a 
service  of  ten  years  as  treasurer,  report  that  they  have  performed  the  duty 
assigned  to  them,  and  herewith  present  a life-like  likeness,  executed  by 
Mr.  Adna  Tenney. 

Long  may  this  memorial  continue  to  adorn  these  walls,  and  perpetuate 
a grateful  remembrance  of  our  associate’s  ardent  devotion  and  faithful 
service  to  the  society.  Marshall  P.  Wilder, 

Edmund  F.  Slafter, 

Henry  Edwards. 

The  Sears  Medals. 

At  the  request  of  the  president,  Charles  W.  Tuttle,  Esq.,  secretary  of 
the  board  of  directors,  reported,  that  at  the  stated  meeting  of  the  board,  held 
January  2, 1872,  a sealed  box  inscribed  to  the  “ President  and  Officers  of 
the  Historic,  Genealogical  Society,  Boston,  1854,”  left  in  the  custody  of 
the  society  at  that  date,  by  the  late  Hon.  David  Sears,  with  directions  that 
it  be  opened  after  his  decease,  was  unsealed  in  presence  of  the  directors.  It 
contained  eighty  bronze  medals  ; also,  a sealed  package  on  which  is  written : 
“ To  be  delivered  to  the  eldest  lineal  male  descendant  of  David  Sears  and 
Ann  Winthrop  Sears  in  1954.” 

Only  two  of  the  packages,  which  are  seven  in  number,  were  opened. 
The  medals  in  these  two  packages,  with  a single  exception  to  which  I will 
presently  refer,  were  alike. 

On  the  obverse  of  the  medal  is  a monument  surmounted  by  a crest, 
whose  main  feature  is  an  open  helmet  with  the  hilt  of  a dagger  on  its  right. 
On  the  left  stands  an  American  Indian,  with  his  right  hand  resting  on  the 
monument,  with  a bow  in  his  left  hand,  a tomahawk  slung  at  his  side,  and 
several  arrows  on  his  back,  the  ends  visible  above  the  left  shoulder.  On 
the  right  is  a figure  in  mail,  with  the  left  hand  resting  on  the  monument,  a 
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sword  at  his  side,  holding  a shield  in  his  right  hand  charged  with  armorial 
bearings. 

On  the  monument  is  this  inscription : scearstan  sayer  sears  Col- 

chester Over  the  whole  is  a scroll  on  which  is  inscribed,  st  peters 
church  In  the  exergue  is  h.  de  longueil. 

On  the  reverse , the  field  is  left  blank,  while  between  a headed  circle  and 
the  extreme  edge,  is  this  circumscription:  descended  from  richard 

SEARS  THE  PILGRIM.  * PLYMOUTH  ROCK  1630.* 

The  exception,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  is  a medal  enclosed  in 
a wrapper,  inscribed  “ Model.  Richard  Sears  of  Chatham,  . . . reverse 
engraving.”  This  medal  is  from  the  same  die  as  the  others,  hut  the  follow- 
ing inscription  has  been  cut  on  the  blank  field  of  the  reverse : 

RICHARD  SEARS  OF  CHATHAM  SON  OF  DANIEL  II  OF  CHATHAM  BORN 
1750  MARRIED  MEHITABLE  MARSHALL  DIED  1839  IN  LINEAL  DESCENT 
FROM  KNYYET  OF  YARMOUTH  ELDEST  SON  OF  THE  PILGRIM 

In  a case  of  the  same  size  as  the  package  to  be  delivered  in  1954,  are 
two  medals  having  the  same  obverse  as  that  already  described,  but  the  re- 
verse is  from  a different  die.  One  of  them  has  the  same  circumscription  as 
that  before  described,  with  the  following  in  the  field : — 

DAYID  SEARS  I OF  BOSTON  SON  OF  DANIEL  II  OF  CHATHAM  BORN 
1752  MARRIED  ANN  WINTHROP  DIED  1816  IN  LINEAL  DESCENT  FROM 
KNYYET  OF  YARMOUTH  ELDEST  SON  OF  THE  PILGRIM 

The  other  medal  has  in  the  field  a shield  on  which  are  various  quarter- 
ings  of  arms  which  we  need  not  describe.  On  a circular  band  surrounding 
it  is  this  inscription : exaltat  humiles  On  a scroll  beneath  is  honor 
et  fides  The  whole  is  surmounted  by  an  eagle.  The  medal  has  this  cir- 
cumscription: ply.  col.  1630  bos.  mass.  1770 

A paper  fastened  to  the  inside  of  the  lid  of  the  box,  has  the  following 
written  on  it : — “ Monumental  Memorials,  Bronze  Medals.  To  be  given 
‘by  the  President  of  the  Historic,  Genealogical  Society  to  the  members 
of  the  Sears  Family.  Any  individual  of  the  name  of  Sears  applying 
for  a medal,  must  prove  his  descent  from  Knyvet,  Paul  or  Sylas  Sears,  the 
three  sons  of  Richard  Sears  the  Pilgrim,  and  must  promise  to  have  engraved 
on  the  reverse  the  inscription  ordered  by  the  President.” 

“ Richard  Sears  landed  at  Plymouth  on  the  8th  of  May,  1630.” 

After  the  reading  of  the  foregoing  reports,  Mr.  Frederic  Kidder,  in  be- 
half of  the  committee  appointed  at  a previous  meeting  to  nominate  the 
officers  of  the  society  for  the  current  year,  submitted  a list  of  nominations. 

A ballot  was  taken,  and  the  gentlemen  nominated  for  the  respective  offices 
were  declared  duly  elected.  ( See  pages  3 and  4.) 

Thereupon  the  president  proceeded  to  deliver  the  address  which  is  printed 
in  the  preceding  pages. 
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On  the  conclusion  of  the  president’s  address,  the  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Slaf- 
ter  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved , That  a special  committee,  consisting  of  the  following  gentle- 
men, viz.:  the  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder,  Wm.  B.  Towne,  Esq.,  the  Hon. 
George  B.  Upton,  John  Cummings,  Esq.,  and  John  Foster,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
to  solicit  subscriptions  to  establish  a fund,  the  income  of  which  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  a librarian,  and  to  such  other  pur- 
poses as  may  be  necessary  for  the  efficiency  and  prosperity  of  the  society. 

William  B.  Towne,  Esq.,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  the  society  be  tendered  to  Mr.  James  F. 
Hunnewell  for  his  services  as  librarian  during  the  past  year. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Albert  H.  Hoyt,  the  following  named  members  were 
appointed  a special  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  circulation 
of  the  New-England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  viz. : Mr.  Delo- 
raine  P.  Corey,  Capt.  Geo.  Henry  Preble,  U.S.N.,  Charles  W.  Tuttle,  Esq., 
and  Mr.  Harry  H.  Edes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harry  H.  Edes,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  president’s  address  and  the  reports  submitted  at  this 
meeting,  together  with  the  record  of  the  other  proceedings,  be  referred  to 
the  standing  committee  on  publication,  with  authority  to  prepare  for  the 
press  and  print  one  thousand  copies  of  the  same,  for  distribution  among 
the  members. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS. 

The  following  named  members  constituted  themselves  life-members  in  1871. 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Milton,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Samuel  Atherton,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Oakes  Ames,  North  Easton,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Roger  Averill,  Danbury,  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Walter-Titus  Avery,  A.B.,  New-York,  New-York. 

Mr.  Elisha  Bassett,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  James-H.  Beal,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Austin-Williams  Benton,  Brookline,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Benjamin-Peirce  Cheney,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Ethan-Nelson  Coburn,  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  James-Wheaton  Converse,  West  Newton,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Deloraine-Pendre  Corey,  Malden,  Massachusetts. 

The  Rev.  David-Quinby  Cushman,  Bath,  Maine. 

*Mr.  Ebenezer  Dale,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  George  Daniels,  Milford,  New-IIampshire. 

Mr.  Alfred  Fawcett,  Chelsea,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Warren  Fisher,  Jr.,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  John-Smith  Fogg,  South  Weymouth,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  William-Taylor  Glidden,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  William  Greene,  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Andrew-Townsend  Hall,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Hiland  Hall,  LL.D.,  North  Bennington,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Leonard-Bond  Harrington,  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Ezra  Hawkes,  Chelsea,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Horatio-Hollis  Hunnewell,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Francis-Marshall  Johnson,  Newton  Centre,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Frederick  Jones,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Josiah-Moore  Jones,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Franklin  King,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Williams  Latham,  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Solomon  Lincoln,  A.M.,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  John-Emery  Lyon,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Silas-Nelson  Martin,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Charles  Merriam,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Levi-Parsons  Morton,  New-York,  New-York. 

#Mr.  William-Saxton  Morton,  Quincy,  Massachusetts. 
Edward-Strong  Moseley,  A.M.,  Newburyport,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Enoch-Reddington  Mudge,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Gen.  Josiah  Newhall,  Lynnfield,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Lyman  Nichols,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
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The  Rev.  David-Temple  Packard,  A.M.,  Brighton,  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  John-Wells  Parker,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Francis  Parkman,  LL.B.,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Rev.  Albert- Clarke  Patterson,  A.M.,  Buffalo,  New-York. 

Mr.  Samuel-Ruggles  Payson,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Asahel  Peck,  Montpelier,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Avery  Plumer,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Jonathan  Preston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  William-Gibbons  Preston,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Nathan  Robbins,  Arlington,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Royal-Elisha  Robbins,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Stephen-Preston  Ruggles,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Edward  Russell,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Shreve,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Daniel- Baxter  Stedman,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Alexander  Strong,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  John-Gallison  Tappan,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Edwin  Thompson,  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  James-Brown  Thornton,  Scarborough,  Maine. 

Mr.  Supply-Clap  Thwing,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

William- Cleaves  Todd,  A.B.,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Nathaniel-Wing  Turner,  West  Newton,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Amasa  Walker,  LL.D.,  North  Brookfield,  Massachusetts. 
The  Rev.  Joshua-Wyman  Wellman,  D.D.,  Newton,  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Eben  Wright,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  John-Stratton  Wright,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


For  the  Year  ending  December  31,  1871. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

1871. 

Jan.  1.  Balance  brought  from  last  year, 32.80 

Dec.  31.  Amount  received  for  admission  Fees  and  Assessment  of  Members,  . 1219.00 

“ Amount  of  income  from  Life  Fund,  ........  437.02 


BOND  FUND. 

1871. 

Jan.  1. 

Dec.  31. 


329.07 


To  Balance  from  account  of  last  year,  . 37.84 

Investment  in  former  years,  250.00 

Interest  collected  this  year,  16.23 

Sale  of  Books  for  the  year  1871, 25.00 


1871. 
Jan.  1. 
July  1. 


Dec.  31. 


1871. 
Jan.  1. 

May  1. 

Oct.  25. 

Dec.  31. 


July  L 

u 

Dec.  31. 


BARSTOW  FUND. 


To  Balance  from  Account  of  last  year, ,97 

Original  donation,  1000.00 

Interest  on  $800  Government  Bonds,  6 mos.  at  6 per  cent,  in  gold,  . 24.00 

Premium  on  the  above,  at  14i  per  cent,  advance, 3.39 

Dividend  on  2 shares  of  stock  in  Boston  & Providence  R.  R.  Co.  . . 10.00 

Two  rights  to  take  “ “ “ “ . 7.20 

Interest  on  $800  Government  Bonds,  G mos.  at  6 per  cent,  in  gold,  , 24.00 

Premium  on  the  above  at  10|  per  cent,  advance, 2.04 

Dividend  on  2 shares  of  stock  in  the  Boston  & Providence  R.  R.  Co.  . 10.00 

Sale  of  Books,  9.00 

1090.60 

TOWNE  MEMORIAL  FUND. 

To  amount  from  account  of  last  year,  ........  594.86 

Original  donations, 2000.00 

Interest  on  $1000  Gov’t  Bonds,  6 mos.  at  6 per  cent  per  ann.  in  gold,  . 30.00 

Premium  on  the  above,  14|  per  cent,  advance, 4.24 

Interest  on  $1QQ0  Gov’t  Bonds,  6 mos.  at  6 per  cent,  per  ann.  in  gold,  . 30.00 

Premium  on  the  above,  10£  per  cent,  advance, 3.15 

Premium  on  $1000  Gov’t  Bond,  sold,  11  per  cent,  advance,  . . . 110.00 

Interest  on  Mich.  Central  R.  R.  8 per  cent.  Bond,  one  year,  . . . 80.00 

Interest  on  $595  one  year  at  7 per  cent.,  41.65 


2893.90 


528.97 

5100.00 
93.00 
13.12 

93.00 
7.90 

70.00 
160.00 
432.10 

1090.00 


LIFE  FUND. 

To  Amount  from  last  year’s  account,  

Investment  in  former  years, 

Interest  on  $3100  Government  Bonds,  6 mos.  at  6 per  cent,  gold, 
Premium  on  the  above,  14£  per  cent,  advance,  .... 

Interest  on  $3100  Gov’t  Bonds,  6 mos.  at  6 per  cent.  , . , 

Premium  on  the  above,  8|  per  cent,  advance,  .... 

Interest  on  $1000  O.  C.  & F.  R.  R.  R.  Bond,  1 year  at  7 per  cent. 
Interest  on  $2000  Mich.  Central  R.  R.  8 per  cent.  Bonds,  one  year, 
Premium  on  $3100  Gov’t  Bonds  sold,  ...... 

Cash  for  Life  Memberships,  from  the  Treasurer,  .... 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT.  Cb. 


EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

1871. 

By  Expense  Rent  and  care  of  Rooms, . $310.52 

“ Insurance,  40.63 

“ Librarian  and  Assistant, 309.00 

“ Printing  and  Stationery,  . 497.50 

“ Advertising  and  Postages,  173.00 

“ Freight  and  Expresses,  . 167.50 

“ Fuel,  Gas  and  Wa  er, 136.55 

Dec.  30.  Balance  carried  to  account  for  1872, 54.12 

1688.82 

BOND  FUND. 

By  1 5-20  Government  Bond,  1367.  No.  84627, 100.00 

1 5-20  “ “ “ 47903, 50.00 

1  5-20  “ “ “ 67603, 50.00 

15-20  “ “ “ 50.00 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  Trustees,  79.07 

329.07 

BARSTOW  FUND. 

By  1 5-20  Government  Bond,  1861.  No.  40215, 500.00 

1 5-20  “ “ “ 24986, 100.00 

1 5-20  « “ “ 24986, 100.00 

1 5-20  “ “ “ 24988, 100.00 

2 shares  stock  in  Boston  & Providence  R.  R.  Co., 200.00 

Binding  45  Volumes  of  Books, 22.13 

Balance  to  account  for  1872  68.47 

1090.60 

TOWNE  MEMORIAL  FUND. 

By  1 Michigan  Central  R.  R.  8 per  cent.  Bond.  No.  1125,  ......  1000.00 

1 O.  & L.  C.  Sinking  Fund  8 per  cent.  Bond.  No.  136, 1000.00 

Premium  on  the  above,  2 per  cent 20.00 

Interest  on  the  same,  1 mo.  25  days,  at  8 per  cent.  12.20 

Balance  to  account  for  1872,  861.68 

2893.90 

LIFE  FUND. 

By  1 O.  C.  & F.  R.  Railroad  7 per  cent.  Bond,  due  in  1877,  1000.00 

1 Michigan  Central  R.  R.  8 per  cent.  Bond.  No.  1126, 1000.00 

1 “ “ “ “ “ 1127, 1000.00 

Premium  on  the  above,  8 per  cent . 80.00 

Interest  on  the  above  3|  mos.  at  8 per  cent.  23.33 

3 O.  & L.  C.  R.  Rail  Road  8 per  cent.  Sinking  Fund  Bonds.  Nos.  137,  138  & 139,  3000.00 

Premium  on  the  above,  2 per  cent.  ...  60.00 

Interest  4 mos.  at  8 per  cent.  ....  ....  80.00 

Income  for  the  year  1871  carried  to  expense  account,  ....  437.02 

Balance  to  account  for  1872,  ...  907.74 


7588.09 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Dr. 

Cash  Assets,  January  1,  1872. 

Cr. 

Expense  Account, 

. . 54.12 

Government  Securities  at  par, 

. $1050.00 

Bond  Fund, 

. . 329.07 

0.  C.  & F.  R.  Railroad  7 per  ct.  Bond,  1000.00 

Barstow  Fund,  . . , 

. . 1068.47 

2 shares  B.  & P.  R.  R.  Co.  at  par, 

200.00 

Towne  Memorial  Fund, 

. . 2861.68 

3 M.  C.  R.  R.  8 per  cent.  Bonds, 

3000.00 

Life  Fund,  . . , 

. . 6907.74 

4 0.  & L.  C.  8 per  cent.  Bonds, 

4000.00 

Trustees  of  Bond  Fund,  cash, 

79.07 

Trustees  of  Barstow  Fund,  cash, 

68.47 

. 

Trustees  Towne  Memorial  Fund, 

cash,  861.68 

Balance  of  Life  Fund,  cash, 

907.74 

Balance  of  Expense  Account, 

54.12 

11221.08 

11221.08 

Cash  Assets,  Jan.  1, 1871,  ....  $9713.81 

Increase  in  1871,  irrespective  of  Building  Fund,  1507.27 

11221.08 


This  certifies  that  I have  examined  the  foregoing  Financial  Statement,  and  find  it 
correctly  cast  and  properly  vouched. 

WM.  B.  TOWNE,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 


Lithomount 
Pamphlet 
Binders 
Gaylord 'Bros.  Inc. 

Makers 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


